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This Report follows the practice as formulated by the Institute For Archaeologists (CIfa), Standard and 

Guidance for archaeological geophysical survey (CIFA, 2011) and CIFA, (2009).  óStandard and Guidance 

for archaeological field evaluationô. Reading, Institute for Archaeologists 

Summary 

This investigation was carried out as part of the Roman Families Project, a project 

established by Herefordshire Councilôs archaeological service (Herefordshire 

Archaeology).  This project has been made possible by funding from the MOD 

Armed Forces Community Covenant Grant. 

The following report discusses the results of a community excavation led by 

Herefordshire Archaeology, in which members of the local community of Credenhill, 

Herefordshireôs Armed Forces Community, Schools and Hereford Sixth Form 

College were invited to attend and contribute in the investigations.  The focus of 

these excavations and the supporting geophysical survey was the site of a 

previously unrecognised high status Roman farm/villa complex with activity dating to 

between the late first and fourth centuries AD. 

The excavation, which consisted of a single trench, uncovered the rubble remains of 

a stone and mortar structure dated to between the third and fourth centuries as well 

as a sample of the external enclosure ditch.  The ditch showed evidence for two 

phases in use, the final phase being similar to that of the building itself.  The earliest 

phase could not be dated however, although kiln debris, likely to originate from a kiln 

located within the sampled courtyard would suggest a first to second century AD 

date. 

The excavated kiln, its condition and location is unique in Herefordshire to date.  The 

structure has been dated to c.140AD although its construction is most certainly 

earlier.  The structure was accompanied by a flue to the east and a pit (possible 

wasterôs pit) to the northeast. 
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1.0 Introduction 

The Roman Families Project was a Herefordshire Archaeology County Council 

Project, made possible by funding from the MOD Armed Forces Community 

Covenant Grant. 

The Roman Families Project aimed to involve and attract families, youth groups and 

local inhabitants of the Credenhill Garrison community in the archaeological 

investigations of óRoman Credenhillô, in particular the area immediately around the 

Roman town of Kenchester (Magnis).  The project aim was to enable families from 

both the military and civilian realms (both adults and youth) to work as a team within 

an entirely different setting and acquire new skills and experiences through the 

process of archaeological investigation and event days.  The project focused upon 

an enclosure site within the Roman Park Playing Fields, Credenhill; a park owned by 

Herefordshire Council and maintained by the Credenhill Parish Council.  

Investigations of the site started in April 2014 with a geophysical survey (Atkinson & 

Williams 2014).  The results of this survey were used to guide a community 

excavation carried out between the 7th and 27th July 2014.  This report discusses the 

results of that excavation, along with the subsequent post-excavation analysis. 

A key component of the excavation was the involvement of school groups, with 

pupils from both a military and civilian backgrounds.  They were not only introduced 

to the techniques of archaeological excavation and recording, but also encouraged 

to learn more about life in Iron Age and Roman Credenhill. 

It was the intention of the investigation to improve the general understanding of the 

Roman occupation within this region and beyond, but also to engage and inform 

members of the military and civilian communities of the óheritage beyond their door-

step'.  
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2.0 Location and geology 

 

Figure 1: Location of the Roman Park Playing Fields, Credenhill, Herefordshire. Contains Ordnance 

Survey data © Crown copyright [2014] Ordnance Survey Licence no. 100024168 

The Roman Park Playing Fields is situated to the south of the village of Credenhill, 

Herefordshire (NGR: 344520 243145).  The Roman Playing Fields are used for sport 

and recreation activities with facilities including both a full-size and half-sized football 

pitch, sports pavilion and play area. 

To the north the site is overlooked by the hill of Credenhill Park Wood which stands 

at approximately 221m above sea level.  125m to the southwest of the Roman Park 

Playing Fields is the course of the east flowing Yazor Brook, beyond which the 

ground gently rises, representing the eastern end of a low spur that protrudes from 

the foot of Garnons Hill, 3km to the west.  On the summit, at the eastern end of the 

spur approximately 350m southwest of the Roman Park Playing Fields is the site of 

the Roman Town of Magnis.  At the foot of the spur to the south is the meandering 

course of the River Wye. 
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The Roman Park Playing Fields utilise the very gentle south-facing slopes that form 

the foot of a shallow valley formed during the last glacial period. Of which Credenhill 

and subsequent hills to the west as well as the spur described above represent the 

watershed.  The Roman Park Playing Fields lie between 75 and 80m above sea 

level. 

The underlying bedrock of the Roman Park Playing Fields consists of Interbedded 

Siltstone and Mudstone of the Raglan Mudstone Formation, which formed 

approximately 416 to 419 million years ago during the Silurian Period.  The bedrock 

can measure up to 800m thick (BGS, 2014). 

This bedrock is overlain by superficial glaciofluvial sheet deposits of sand and gravel 

formed up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period, during which time glaciers 

deposited moraines of till with outwash sand and gravel deposits from seasonal and 

post glacial meltwaters (BGS, 2014). 

To the south the course of Yazor Brook is dominated by superficial alluvial deposits 

of clay, silt, sand and gravel (BGS, 2014). 
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3.0 Historical and archaeological background 

The parish of Credenhill is rich in heritage relating to the Iron Age and Romano-

British periods.  Prior to the Roman conquest, the region was dominated by the Iron 

Age hill top enclosure of Credenhill (HER 906, see Appendix 1), which is located in 

Credenhill Park Wood to the north of the Roman Park Playing Fields. 

With the Roman conquest, the Roman road, Watling Street West, which runs 

through the centre of Credenhill on a roughly northeast-southwest alignment was 

established.  It was during the pre-Flavian era (48-69AD) that the road, along with 

the hill top enclosure of Credenhill, formed part of the Roman military frontier against 

the British tribes to the west such-as the Silures and Ordovices (Arnold & Davies, 

2000). 

Following the Roman conquest the road through Credenhill was established, and this 

became one of the main thoroughfares linking the Roman Town of Magnis (located 

some 300m to the south of the Roman Park Playing Fields) with the Roman towns of 

Wroxeter to the north and Gloucester to the south.  The site of the Roman Park 

Playing Fields itself however does not have any identified association to Roman 

activity. 

The outline of the field is modern with the exception of the curvilinear northern 

boundary which marked the northern extent of a narrow northwest ï northeast 

aligned field under pasture, which at the time of the 1840 Tithe Survey was known as 

Bridge Meadow (Figure 2).  The remainder of the playing fields lay within Dunn 

Meadow, which extended to the south bounded by the flow of the Yazor Brook. To 

the east both Dunn Meadow and Bridge Meadow are bounded by the course of the 

Roman Road. 

The boundary that divided the two fields (Figure 2) was utilised during the First World 

War and incorporated into a track that serviced a munitions depot that stretched 

along its southern edge.  The structures formed one of two storage depots 

established to support the National Filling Factory at Rotherwas (HER 22555) 

constructed by November 1916 (Blackwell, 2013). 



The Roman Families Project: Roman Park Playing Fields, Credenhill: A Community Excavation. 

 
 

10 
Herefordshire Archaeology Report No.347   

 

Although the structures no longer exist within the field, aerial photography has 

identified their location as parch marks (Figure 3).  The course of the track remains 

visible as a low, broad bank earthwork within the field. 

 

Figure 2: Land divisions at the time of the 1840 Tithe Survey and their relation to the later Roman 

Park Playing Fields. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right [2014] 

Across the Roman Park Playing Fields and the surrounding fields to the south and 

west, cropmarks have been identified outlining ditched land divisions that appear to 

predate any of the divisions identifiable from historic mapping resources (HER 

10165, see Appendix 1).  Amongst the early field divisions are at least two 

rectangular ditched enclosures, one of which lies within the Roman Park Playing 

Fields, to the south of the foundation parch marks associated with the munitions 

depot. 

An aerial photograph taken in 1975 (Figure 3) clearly shows the details of the ditched 

enclosure including, within the western half, a buried rectangular structure arranged 

around a central courtyard.  Although the details are faint, it is possible to identify 
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internal divisions within the structure.  A possible entrance into the enclosure is also 

apparent along the centre bottom of the enclosure (northwest side of enclosure), at a 

point where the course of the ódark lineô representing the buried ditch is interrupted. 

From the form and arrangement of the structure around a central courtyard, including 

its spatial association with the neighbouring Roman town of Magnis, it was thought 

possible that the structure was Romano-British in date; perhaps representing a high 

status farm or villa complex. 

 

Figure 3: Extract of a 1975 aerial photograph of the Roman Park Playing Fields indicating the detail of 

the munitions depot and the possible Romano-British rectangular enclosure (highlighted in red). © 

Herefordshire Historic Environment Record: 1975 RC8-BC-99 
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Due to the potential and interesting nature of this little known site (including its visual 

appeal to the general public), the enclosure site served as a focus of the community 

investigation that was carried out as part of the Roman Families Project. 

Initial investigations by means of a geophysical survey at the site were undertaken in 

April 2014 (Atkinson & Williams, 2014).  The results of this investigation led to the 

identification of the buried foundations and debris of a courtyard structure (Figure 4).  

The structure was interpreted as containing up to 15 rooms, set around a central 

courtyard.  The building itself is set within the western end of a large rectangular 

ditched enclosure, the ditches of which were also partially identified as a result of this 

initial geophysical survey. 

 

Figure 4: Annotated results of the geophysical survey. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown 

copyright and database right [2014] 

These results served to determine the location of the excavation discussed within 

this report. 
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4.0 Aims and purpose of the evaluation 

The aims of this evaluation were to: 

1. Investigate the buried remains of the courtyard structure by means of an 

archaeological excavation.  This was to identify the form, date and use of the 

feature. The single trench excavated provided a cross section through the 

enclosure ditch, structure and courtyard. 

2. Simultaneous to the excavation, an enhanced geophysical survey was 

undertaken to gauge the full extent of the ditched enclosure, in order to 

determine its scale as well as the likelihood for further buried structural 

remains within the interior. 

3. Engage with the local community and armed forces community via public 

presentation, on-site investigation and hands-on experience in archaeological 

excavation. 

4. Involve local schools of both military and civilian connections with all aspects 

of the archaeological excavation techniques. 

5.0 Methodology 

5.1 Geophysical Survey 

The geophysical survey and its results discussed within this report were carried out 

alongside the excavations, undertaken between the 7th and 27th July 2014.  The aim 

of the survey was to enlarge and enhance the findings of the earlier geophysical 

survey of the site (Atkinson & Williams, 2014) which focused solely on the buried 

foundations of a structure identified on an earlier aerial photograph (Figure 4).   

The enhanced geophysical survey served not only to re-investigate and compare 

with that of the previous results, but also to identify the full extent of the ditched 

enclosure in which the discovered buried foundation remains were located.  The 

survey also aided in the identification of any associated features not previously 

recognised by means of aerial photography. 

The Site Grid consisted of 15 block grids, measuring 20m x 20m (Figure 5).  The 

total area covered by the survey area measured 100m northwest-southeast by 60m 
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northeast-southwest, giving a total surveyed area of 6000 m².  The Site Grid was 

surveyed and plotted using a Leica Builder509 Total Station which was stored and 

downloaded into ArcMap 10.1 using the total stationôs data logger.  

The geophysical survey employed a Geoscan RM15 Resistance Meter in a twin 

electrode configuration with the remote probes spaced approximately 0.50m apart in 

order to obtain resistance measurements to a depth of 75cm. Within each grid 

square, the survey commenced from the northwest corner and proceeded southeast 

along 1m wide traverses, in a zig-zag pattern, while sample readings were obtained 

at 0.50m intervals (unlike the previous survey during which readings were obtained 

at 1.0m intervals).  

 

Figure 5: Location of the geophysical block squares and results within the Roman Park Playing Fields. 

Survey data was downloaded and processed using Geoplot 3.0.  The results are 

illustrated as a shade plot (Figure 5). 
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An X and Y axis representation of (-3, 3) and a contrast of (1) was used to produce 

the optimal image. Next, the image was despiked to filter out unwanted noise or 

abnormalities from the readings. X and Y axis ranges of (1, 1) and a threshold of 

(3.0) was used to gain the optimal outcome.  As differences can emerge between 

survey grid blocks when the stationary probes are moved in a larger survey, a zero 

mean grid scan was completed to smooth the edges of the blocks and create a 

uniform image. Finally, an interpolation in the Y direction was used to increase 

reading amounts to blend the image together, essentially smoothing the image and 

removing obvious pixilation.  Areas shaded in blue on the results represent ñdummy 

logsò taken in place of obstacles obstructing regular survey testing (Figure 5); in this 

instance a park bench with concrete foundations. 

5.2 Site/Trench Survey 

 

Figure 6: Location of the trench in relation to the results of the geophysical survey discussed within 

this report. 
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The excavated trench and control grid was measured by hand and surveyed using 

Leica Builder509 Total Station which was stored and downloaded into ArcMap 10.1 

using the total stationôs data logger. 

The trench originally consisted of two rectangular trenches; the first measured 4m x 

4m and targeted the enclosure ditch.  The second measured 5m x 4m and targeted 

the interior of the structure and courtyard.  The two trenches were subsequently 

merged by a 1.70m wide narrow trench. 

In total the trench measured 12.70m long (Figure 6) and at its deepest level 1.60m. 

5.3 Excavation 

The excavation was carried out by hand. Turves were cut and stacked to enable re-

laying after completion of the excavation. Topsoil removed during excavation was 

kept separate from material excavated from deeper levels to assist with successful 

reinstatement.   

Reinstatement was to the original profiles of the site prior to excavation.  Subsoil 

deposits were backfilled first.  Backfilling was carried out in stages with compaction 

being carried out at the end of each stage to minimise the amount of post-backfilling 

settling.  Turves, which were separately stored, were laid last and the surface left 

slightly proud of the surrounding area to allow for a small amount of settling. 

Full written and drawn records of all excavated contexts were made in accordance 

with best archaeological practice. Archaeological deposits, which were not 

excavated, were recorded to the maximum extent possible. Records include the 

overall excavation area and phase plans, as appropriate. 

All on-site recording was undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the 

Institute for Archaeologist's Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Excavations 

(as amended 1999). 

A continuous unique numbering system was operated for the trench.  Written 

descriptions were recorded on pro-forma sheets comprising factual data and 

interpretative elements. 
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Where stratified deposits were encountered a Harris matrix was compiled during the 

course of the excavation. 

Hand drawn plans were drawn at a scale of 1:50 or 1:20 as appropriate.  Section 

plans were drawn at a scale of 1:10.  A register of plans and section plans was kept 

and all sections and plans were tied in to an Ordnance Datum located at Terrace 

House, Roman Road, Credenhill at a height of 76.90m.  A temporary bench mark 

was established at the site and measured 77.10m. 

A full digital photographic record, illustrating in both detail and general context the 

principal features and finds discovered, will be maintained.  The photographic record 

also includes working shots to illustrate more generally the nature of the 

archaeological work. 

A named officer was responsible for finds and sample management. A register of 

small finds and environmental samples was maintained.  Recording, cleaning and 

conservation of finds followed the IFA Guidelines for Finds Work. 

5.4 Environmental Sampling 

A programme of sampling to recover archaeobotanical, palaeozoological and 

pedological evidence was undertaken under the supervision of the project manager, 

Christopher Atkinson.  

Key targets for environmental sampling were: 

1. Buried soils. 

2. Identified floor deposits within structures. 

3. Pit and Midden deposits. 

5.5 Dating strategy 

The recovery of datable material from buried soil horizons or from phases of soil 

development within the ditch, from primary ditch fills, and from later fills and floor 

surfaces were key targets in on-site sampling. 



The Roman Families Project: Roman Park Playing Fields, Credenhill: A Community Excavation. 

 
 

18 
Herefordshire Archaeology Report No.347   

 

Metal detecting was used on site under close archaeological supervision. This was 

primarily to assist with locating small finds during the excavation, within the 

excavation trenches and adjacent spoil storage areas. 

Coins were sent to Dr Peter Guest, Senior Lecturer in Roman Archaeology, Cardiff 

University for specialist assessment. 

The pottery assemblage was sent to Jane Evans, Senior Finds Archaeologist at 

Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service, Worcestershire County Council for 

specialist analysis 

Archaeobotanical deposits were sent to Catherine Longford, University of Sheffield 

for specialist assessment. 

Samples for the purpose of radiocarbon dating were sent to Scottish Universities 

Environmental Research Centre (SUERC) for analysis. 

This report along with its georeferenced data will be made available for view by 

means of Herefordshire HER and OASIS.  This report includes a digital archive. 
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6.0 Results 

6.1 Enhanced Geophysical Survey 

 

Figure 7: Annotated resistivity results indicating the site of the enclosure and structure, the focus of 

these investigations.  

The results of the resistance survey carried out to gauge the full extent of the 

enclosure returned positive. The results complimented the earlier survey focussed 

upon the site of the structure (Atkinson and Williams, 2014) as well as enhancing the 

understanding of the sites extent to the east.  

6.1.1 The Structure 

For a full detailed account of the structure, which was the focus of an earlier 

geophysical survey, see Atkinson & Williams, 2014.  The results of this 

complimentary survey clearly show the extent of the structure (represented as dark 

linear anomalies), which is located within the west of the ditched enclosure (Figure 5 

& 7).  The building is oriented northwest-southeast and measures approximately 
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20m wide x 40m long.  Within the interior of the building, particularly within the 

western half, there are considerable strong readings of higher resistance (darker 

areas).  These are likely to relate to buried masonry rubble, perhaps the collapsed 

remains of the building.  Within the eastern half of the site however, only the linear 

anomalies relating to the buried wall foundations are visible.  Although this is useful 

in indicating the width and length of individual rooms, it also implies that any 

masonry relating to building collapse or any paved floors may have been removed 

from the site. 

In plan the complex is U-shaped (Figures 5 & 7), consisting of a block to the north 

with a wing extending to the south-south-east from each end.  To the south the U-

shaped complex is enclosed by a single wall, which acts to enclose the southern 

extent of a central courtyard. 

Access into the building complex cannot be established as a result of this survey, 

although it is presumed to be located along the east-facing side as the building is 

tightly enclosed to the north, south and west by the enclosure ditch. 

6.1.2 The Enclosure 

Although first identified enclosing the north, south and west sides of the building 

complex, the second survey served to trace the full extent of the ditched enclosure to 

the east.  In total the ditch (a linear anomaly of low resistance) extended 

approximately 60m to the east (Figures 5 & 7), however the enclosures eastern face 

could not be determined as a result of later ground disturbance caused by 

construction and demolition works associated to the First World War Munition Depot 

(HER 22555, see Appendix 1) (Figures 5 & 7) located within the northern half of the 

Roman Park Playing Fields. 

As indicated in the earlier survey (Atkinson & Williams, 2014), with the exception of a 

subtle break in the course of the ditch along the north-western edge of the enclosure, 

there is no clearly definable access way into the site. 

Of particular interest is the course of a buried wall foundation (Figures 5 & 7) within 

the east of the survey area.  The anomaly is narrow and forms an L-shape which is 
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aligned parallel to the southern course of the ditched boundary before re-orientating 

north.  It is possible that these apparent wall foundations represent the remains of an 

enclosure wall that ran parallel to the interior edge of the enclosure ditch, or 

alternatively the site of a secondary structure within the southeast corner of the 

enclosure.  The absence of associated remains within this area may relate to 

destruction caused during the construction of the munitions depot. 

Within the enclosure no other anomalies representative of structures were identified 

as a result of this survey. 

6.1.3 Anomalies 

Across the surveyed area a number of anomalies highlighted as locations of either 

high or low resistance were identified.  To the south of the enclosure three anomalies 

of high resistance were identified (Figures 5 & 7) and interpreted as representing 

likely locations for debris/rubble dumping, perhaps associated to the demolition of 

the Munitions Depot following the Second World War. 

Within the southeast corner of the enclosure two small oval anomalies of low 

resistance were identified, the purpose of which is unknown. However their location 

within the enclosure may imply their use as pits for either refuge or storage.  

Alternatively the anomalies may relate to late ground disturbance attributed to the 

Munitions Depot. 

To the north of the enclosure, subtle linear anomalies of high resistance may indicate 

the presence of further structures.  The subtlety of the anomalies would suggest that 

any structures present were likely of timber construction with stone employed as a 

packing material at the foundations.  

6.1.4 Conclusion 

Overall, the survey has greatly enhanced the understanding of the area targeted as 

part of an earlier geophysical survey (Atkinson & Williams, 2014) of the Roman Park 

Playing Fields, Credenhill.  By conducting the geophysical survey at 0.50m intervals 

over the previous 1m intervals, it has improved upon the detail of the below ground 

archaeological anomalies providing a greater level of resolution.  Although 
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enhanced, it is still not possible to definitively conclude that the structure is solely 

Romano-British in date without excavation.  The results of this survey not only place 

the results of the excavation discussed within this report (Chapter 6.2) in context with 

the rest of the structure but also spatially within the enclosure.   
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6.2 Excavation Results 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trench Plans illustrating the phases in excavation. © Herefordshire Archaeology  
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In order to make the context descriptions easier to understand, this section has been 

divided into three parts; the exterior ditch, the building and the inside courtyard which 

includes a description of the kiln, flue and pit. Inevitably, this results in some 

repetition in places as all contexts are discussed in each section for clarity. It is also 

important to note that the descriptions in each section are discussed 

stratigraphically; i.e. they are described as they were excavated.  The discussion to 

each section is in chronological order, outlining the development of the site from the 

earliest to most recent phase of activity.  

6.2.1 Enclosure Ditch 

The turf line (001) was a 0.07m thick layer of dark brown silty clay that directly 

overlay the uppermost fill of the ditch (005). Within the turf line (001) a significant 

number of Roman finds, including pottery, tile and kiln debris were retrieved. Context 

005 consisted of a horizontal, 0.35m deep layer of firm clay with occasional angular 

stone. Like the previous context, pottery (Table 1), tile and kiln debris was present, 

as was a single heavily worn coin (Table 2) and blue coloured glass bead.  

Underlying 005 were two deposits 008 and 009. The first, 008 (see Figure 13) was 

only half sectioned as it was located towards the centre of the ditch infilling, slumping 

on to the underlying deposit (009). This consisted of a 0.16m deep layer of medium 

sized angular stones (0.19m x 0.15m) in a reddish brown silty clay matrix. Within this 

deposit an abundant quantity of Roman tile was recovered. Underlying this was a 

layer comprising frequent angular stone (009) in a grey-brown clay silt matrix. 

This layer also showed the same slumping towards the middle of the ditch as 008. 

The layer was horizontal for a distance of 1.20m, as it extended from the eastern 

side of the ditch, before dipping c.0.16m towards the centre. This layer contained 

frequent pottery and tile a single coin (see Appendix 5) and the remains of a copper 

alloy ring with vertical decorative indentations.  Underlying 009, context 010 was a 

0.17m thick layer of firm, dark reddish brown silty clay with inclusions of small stone 

and occasional charcoal. Like the previous contexts this layer contained frequent 

Roman pottery (Table 1), tile, single sherd of glass from a vessel and a green stone 

bead. Also included within this context were both animal bone and occasional 

ironwork, predominantly in the form of nails and a single coin (Table 2). 
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Figure 12: Site plan highlighting the location of the exterior ditch (Red). © Herefordshire Archaeology 
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Plate 1: Section through the excavated exterior ditch, viewed from the southeast. © Herefordshire 

Archaeology 

 

 

Figure 13: Northwest section of the excavated exterior ditch.  © Herefordshire Archaeology 
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Underlying 010 were two further deposits, neither of which extended into the north 

section. The first, 033, was a thin layer of stone in a silt matrix, and the second, 034, 

was very similar to 010. Context 034 was a 0.15m thick layer of dark reddish brown 

silty clay with abundant stone in the form of both angular and rounded pebbles. As 

with 010, this layer contained Roman pottery (Table 1), bone and ironwork, as well 

as a quantity of charcoal.  A single coin was also uncovered from context 034 (Table 

2). The underlying layer, 044, marks the change in re-depositional phase; below this 

was the initial phase and that above and already described, was the second. This 

layer consisted of dark brown silty clay, 0.15m thick.  

Underlying 044 was 056. This was similar to 008 in that it filled a slump in the 

underlying deposits. At its maximum thickness this silt layer was 0.20m thick. There 

were no finds in this deposit. Underlying this layer was 050, a sloping layer, parallel 

to the eastern ditch cut edge (029), which was also visible higher up the profile 

beneath context 044. This 0.10m thick layer consisted of rounded gravels and sub-

angular stones in a mid-brown silt matrix. Several pieces of undiagnostic pottery 

were recovered from this horizon. Below this was context 051. Like 050, this layer 

was also parallel to the ditch cut edge (029) and was also visible beneath context 

044. This was a 0.22m thick layer of medium brown silty clay.  

The primary fill (006) consisted of grey brown blocky silty clay with inclusions of 

abundant squared stone towards its base (0.18m x 0.14m max). This layer extended 

from beyond the eastern edge of the ditch cut and was therefore first visible below 

context 005; it extended down the eastern face of cut (029). At its thickest this 

deposit was 0.28m. From within the primary fill a single bone hair pin was 

uncovered.  The final context of this feature, 029, represented a flat bottomed ditch 

cut into the natural reddish brown glacial gravels (028); it has a maximum proven 

depth of 1.40m, and 2m of a total width of c.5m was excavated. 

  



The Roman Families Project: Roman Park Playing Fields, Credenhill: A Community Excavation. 

 
 

28 
Herefordshire Archaeology Report No.347   

 

Table 1: Pottery recovered from the ditch section (see Appendix 4). 

Feature 

type 

Fill of Context Object 

type 

Count Weight 

(g) 

Start date End date 

(tpq) 

Location Feature Context Type No. Weight Beginning End 

Ditch 29 005 kiln debris 6 116   

   pot 202 802 late 3rd 4th 

   tile 18 390   

  006 pot 27 124 Roman Roman 

   tile 8 54   

  008 tile 1 120   

  009 pot 96 1082 late 2nd-mid 

3rd 

late 3rd-

4th 

   tile 4 162   

  010 bone 1 4   

   kiln debris 1 22   

   pot 229 1754 late 3rd 4th 

   tile 6 162   

  034 pot 58 474 late 3rd 4th 

  044 pot 1 14   

   pot 113 1156 Early 3rd? late 3rd-

4th 

   tile 1 58   

  050 pot 14 58 Roman Roman 

   tile 2 32   

  051 pot 1 6 late 3rd 4th 
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Table 2: Coins recovered from the ditch section (see Appendix 5). 

RA 

no. 
Denomination Ruler/type Date Clean? 

005 AE3 uncertain late 3rd-4th c. x 

009 Barb. Radiate uncertain 260-300 x 

010 Barb. Radiate Tetricus II - sacrifical implements 273-300 x 

034a Barb. Radiate Gallienus? 260-300 y (obv) 

034b Barb. Radiate uncertain 260-300 x 

044 Barb. Radiate uncertain 260-300 x 

 

6.2.2 Discussion 

This was a substantial feature, which as the geophysics has shown, surrounds the 

building (see Chapter 6.1). The eastern ditch cut sloped into the base and there was 

no evidence of a re-cut. The base appeared to level out but was not fully excavated 

as part of this project. Eleven deposits in total made up the fill of this ditch and on 

initial analysis the sequence of ditch development appears to include two phases. 

Phase One, the earliest, could not be dated, as although pottery was recovered from 

the primary fill, this was undiagnostic. In addition, no datable finds were recovered 

from the overlying deposits of this phase, but on the basis of the finds from 044 the 

terminus anti quem for the primary phase of the ditch is the early 3rd/4th century. 

Subsequently, there appears to be a period of stability during which the ditch 

remained open and a clean silt horizon (056) was deposited. Overlying this, the 

Phase two fills contained an abundance of dateable finds. The primary fill (044, as 

previously mentioned) of this second phase was dated from the pottery finds to the 

early 3rd/4th century, and coin dating indicates a post 260 AD date. The same date 

is attributable to the rubble layer overlying this deposit (034).  The penultimate fill 

(008) appears to represent a levelling of the ditch fill and the final fill (005), with 

abundant stone, is clearly of 4th century AD date. As indicated by the pottery 

recovered (late 3rd/4th from the single coin find). The material within this horizon 

appears to show that this feature was at least partially stone capped. Overlying this 
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pit was the topsoil (001), which itself contained pottery dating to the 3rd/4th century; 

but these finds were clearly the result of ploughing as recorded in context 002 (see 

below). 

Other finds from within this phase include both animal bone and small scale 

metalwork debris, suggestive of a domestic function. Clearly dumped material, 

including building demolition debris (005 and 034), was also found in large 

quantities, in the phase 2 deposition. The first 034 was found at the base of this 

phase and the second (005) at the top, possibly indicating two periods of structural 

activity. Perhaps most importantly was the presence of kiln debris, recovered from 

within several layers including 005 and 010. The only known kiln on the site is a 

significant distance from the ditch, which may suggest that, at least during the 

second phase of the ditches use, infilling was primarily a deliberate act; as also 

indicated by the dumping of the previously mentioned building debris. This may 

therefore suggest that the function of the ditch had changed between the primary 

and secondary phases of the sites use, perhaps indicating a shift from a defensive to 

a more domestic function at this location or a shift from stock control towards more of 

a boundary/drainage function. 
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6.2.3 Building 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: Trench plan highlighting the location of the building (Red). © Herefordshire Archaeology 
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At a distance of 1.30m from the eastern edge of the ditch was a slight depression, 

marked by the cut 035. Underlying the turf (001) at this location was a 0.06m thick 

layer (002) of grey-brown, silty sand with inclusions of gravel (in patches), small 

angular stones and occasional charcoal flecks. This in turn overlay a 0.11m thick 

layer of masonry rubble (003). This debris included angular stone (c.0.16m x 0.15m), 

mortar and occasional charcoal flecks, in a matrix of grey-brown silty clay (mortar 

stained). Also from this layer roof tiles, kiln debris and pottery, as well as a single 

coin were recovered. The layer below this (004) was very similar to 003 but was 

more compacted. This also contained kiln debris, pottery, roof tiles, two coins (Table 

4) and a single green glass bead. Perhaps of more significance was the presence of 

opus signinum and tessera. This context (004) sealed the fill (036) of cut 035. The fill 

036 consisted of 0.10m thick, very silty clay with inclusions of occasional rounded 

and sub-angular stone as well as Roman iron nails.  The cut (035) was into the 

natural glacial gravels (028); it had convex sides and was 0.70m wide and 0.15m 

deep. No in situ structural remains were evidenced in this feature. 

In the area between 035 and the exterior ditch, and also underlying context 003, was 

an area of compacted stone (037). This horizontal surface comprised of compacted 

small angular and sub-rounded stone in firm grey-brown silt, very similar to the 

natural (028). This surface was not excavated. 

At a distance of seven meters to the east was a further linear trench-like feature 028. 

As with 035, this was, on the west side, overlain by what appeared to be masonry 

rubble (004, see above). On the east side however this feature was covered by the 

plough soil (002), which in turn underlay the turf line 001. Context 002 was on 

average 0.08m thick and consisted of an unconsolidated grey-brown silty clay 

horizon. Within this horizon were small gravel patches, occasional small angular 

stones and occasional small charcoal flecks. Visible within this context were a series 

of east-west aligned plough marks. Underlying context 002 were two contexts, 003 

and 019/020. The first, 003, partially overlay 004 and comprised of demolition debris 

that extended predominantly to the east. This 0.11m thick context consisted of 

angular stone (c.0.16 x 0.15m in size), mortar and occasional charcoal flecks in firm 

grey-brown silty clay. The second context 019, although similar to 003, formed a 
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clear 0.50m wide linear strip, 0.22m thick, which extended north-south across the 

eastern end of the excavated area for a distance of c.5m (Plate 2).  

There was a high mortar content within this horizon (020), and although not in situ, 

numerous stones with mortar bonded to them were also recovered in this layer. 

Underlying 020 was a dark brown/black deposit (056/057), but this was not fully 

excavated as part of this project. Within this layer seven sherds of Roman pottery 

were recovered (Table 3). Both 019 and 056/057 were found to be contained within a 

linear, north-south-aligned cut (027) that was 5m long (maximum excavated length) 

and 1.30m wide.  

 
Plate 2: Band of mortar and rubble core visible orientated roughly north-south within the east of the 

trench (viewed from the south). © Herefordshire Archaeology 
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Table 3: Pottery recovered from the building debris (see Appendix 4). 

Feature 

type 

Fill 

of 

Context Object type Count Weight 

(g) 

Start date End date (tpq) 

Wall 27 031 pot 4 28 120+ 3rd? 

  056 pot 7 96 2nd 3rd 

 

Table 4: Coins recovered from the building debris (see Appendix 5). 

RA 

no. 
Denomination Ruler/type Date Clean? 

003a AE3 Gloria Romanorum 364-78 x 

004a AE4 uncertain late 3rd-4th c. y 

004b Barb. Radiate Carausius - Pax 286-300 x 

 

6.2.4 Discussion 

Although identified by geophysics, no in-situ structural remains were uncovered as a 

result of this project. What was evident however were the cuts of two roughly north-

south aligned walls (cuts 027 and 035), c.7.20m apart and each c.1m wide. It is also 

clear from the quantity of mortar bonded stone (020) that this was a masonry 

structure and that there was a stone tiled roof, as evidenced by the large quantity of 

roof tiles recovered from the east side of this wing in contexts 003 and 004 as well as 

within both the kiln, flue and internal pit, located within in the interior courtyard (see 

Section 6.2.5). 

On the basis of the excavations to date, it appears that the features excavated in this 

area represent the west wing of a significant complex (as highlighted by the 

geophysics; Chapter 6.1). The earliest dating evidence came from context 056, the 

deepest context excavated within the building confines. Pottery from this horizon, 

which infills the wall cut 027, dates to between the 2nd and 4th century. This does 

however represent a demolition horizon and is not specific evidence as to the date of 

the underlying structure, only providing a terminus anti quem. The overlying layers of 

demolition, 003 and 004, produced coin evidence giving dates of 364-378 AD and 
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286-300 AD respectively (see Appendix 5). Also within context 004, both opus 

signinum and tessera were recovered which suggests that this building was of a high 

status, potentially, either a rich farmstead or villa complex. 

In the upper horizons, namely context 002, there was evidence of shallow ploughing 

within the building footprint, and whilst this does not appear to have had any impact 

on the building itself, it is possible that damage to the kiln (see below) may have 

been caused by this ploughing.  This ploughing helps to explain the large quantity of 

Roman pottery recovered from the topsoil.  
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6.2.5 Courtyard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15: Trench plan highlighting the location of the Courtyard and depicting the relationship 

between the kiln, flue and pit (Red).  © Herefordshire Archaeology 
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Underlying the previously mentioned contexts 001, 002 and 003 was context 022. 

This was a fine layer, c.0.02m thick consisting of yellow brown silty clay with 

disintegrated mortar, located within the confines of the courtyard. This was one of 

several deposits associated with the eventual demolition of this building, but as 

outlined below, this layer proved to be particularly useful for the later phasing of the 

site.  

Underlying 022 was context 011, contained within a 1m diameter circle of brittle fired 

clay (013 [Plate 3]) which at this level was 0.04m thick. Context 011 consisted of a 

0.22m thick layer of grey brown silt clay with abundant angular stone (0.12m x 

0.10m), roof slates and pottery. Upon excavation this clay circle (013) was found to 

extend down, as did the stone fill, but also in evidence was the fact that this clay 

circle also extended up, as evidenced by the abundant but fragmented fired clay 

(012) found within the upper fill 011 (Plate 4). This damage could possibly be the 

result of the ploughing previously mentioned in context 002 (Section 6.2.4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 3: Initial evidence of the kiln, a faint, very thin and brittle circle of fired clay (013).  © 

Herefordshire Archaeology 
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Plate 4: The uppermost fill including possible remains of the kiln roof and rubble collapse.  © 

Herefordshire Archaeology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 5: Section through context 011, confined within the clay walls of the kiln 013.  © Herefordshire 

Archaeology 
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Underlying 011 was kiln fill 015 (Plate 6). This was a thin grey brown soil similar to 

011 but with higher silt content, this layer also contained pottery. Underlying this was 

a medium grey brown, slightly granular clay soil (030) with charcoal, mortar flecking 

and a large quantity of degraded clay fragments from the kiln structure. Included 

there were also a large quantity of slab like sandstone fragments set at all angles 

(Plate 7 & 8).  

 

Plate 6: Uppermost fills 011 and 015 half sectioned down to the lower stone fill (030 [including roof 

tile]).  Also evident at either end of the black and white scale are the clay pilasters.  © Herefordshire 

Archaeology 
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Plate 7: Stone fill 030, but also the first sight of possible fired clay pillars extending from the kiln sides 

and the filled flue in the southern wall (top of frame). © Herefordshire Archaeology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 8: Stone rubble fill 030 as well as structural óshelf featuresô and filled flue.  © Herefordshire 

Archaeology 
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Underlying 030 was context 038. This context consisted of a large quantity of fired 

and unfired red-orange clay as well as a large quantity of pottery made of the same 

fabric (Plate 15, Table 5). This pottery was in a matrix of fine mid brown silt that was 

sampled for botanical remains (Table 6). 

This in turn overlay 024, a tip of collapsed clay superstructure that extended from the 

east side of the kiln and corresponds with a missing section of pillar and shelf, visible 

on Plate 9). This collapsed material was in a matrix of grey brown silty-clay soil and 

contained undiagnostic Roman pottery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 9: Excavated kiln.  © Herefordshire Archaeology 

At the base of the kiln was a very thin degraded and compacted fired clay feature 

(058). This structural feature, although irregular in shape measured c.0.50m x 0.50m 

x 0.01m and within it were five possible vent holes with average diameter of 0.09m 

(Plate 10) 
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Plate 10: At the base of the kiln is the possible remains of the perforated óshelfô that would have 

originally been positioned on the protruding pillars visible above it and onto which the unfired pottery 

would have been placed.  © Herefordshire Archaeology 

This feature was interpreted as representing the original óshelfô on which the pottery 

was fired.  This is further supported by the remaining shelf and pilaster supports, 

located half way up the remaining kiln structure sides and all around the interior 

(except where it had collapsed [024]).  The spacing between each of the moulded 

pilasters was similar in size to the voids identified within the óshelfô, context 058 

(Plate 10, 11 & 12).  

The primary deposit, 039, underlay 058.  It was a grey brown ash and soil with large 

quantities of grey ash and abundant quantities of charcoal. There was also a quantity 

of degraded red kiln lining 

The entrance into the flue from the kiln (Plate 13 & 14, Figure 16) is made entirely of 

clay. The base is 0.50m wide and the top is 0.20m wide, the sides rise from the base 

0.40m, before sloping inwards towards the top. 
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Plate 11: Close up of the shelf support showing a circular perforation/vent hole similar in size to those 

identified in 058.  © Herefordshire Archaeology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 12: Possible shelf with clearly visible circular vent holes.  © Herefordshire Archaeology 
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Figure 16: Section Plan 1 through the kiln as seen from the north showing the moulded pilasters. The 

flue entrance is shown in this section to show the comparison in position and size to the rest of the 

structure.  © Herefordshire Archaeology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


